
Break-dance improvi-
sations

opened the
disco
party
organized
for the
Olympians
after the first
competition
day. First on
the dance
floor was
Stefan Tsarev
from the
Mathematical
School who
mesmer-
ized the
computer

geniuses
with a sev-

eral-minute-
dance on the stage in

the garden of Hotel
Novotel Plovdiv.
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The overall rankings
from the first com-

petition day are a
strictly kept secret,
but the teenagers are
already aware of how
they’ve done. Half of
all Olympians man-
aged to do two of the
four tasks. None of
the teams got the
maximum score.
Today the teams are
at the start line for the
second time.
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„THE OLYMPIAD
IN BULGARIA is

very well organized,“
affirms Vladimir
Kiryuhin, leader of the
Russian team. He has
been an invariable par-
ticipant in the contests
since their first edition
in 1989. „The technical
equipment is very
good, and the organi-
zation is perfect.
Likewise, the facilities
and accommodation
are impeccable. I per-
sonally like Bulgarian
cuisine very much - it
both resembles the
Russian one, and at
the same time is some-
what more special.
Even the weather is
cooperative - look at
the sun this morning,“
lyricises the veteran.
After which he takes a
close look on his stu-
dents - boys of still ten-
der age who have
taken their computers
seriously in hand.
„There are all signs
that this Olympiad will
be a new step in the
evolution of these com-
petitions,“ believes Mr
Kiryuhin. „Talented
kids generally need
serious professional
work. You know - the
evil finds its way, but
the good must be
encouraged,“ he
makes an allusion to
the Bible. „It makes
sense for these young
people to be support-
ed, because they

would improve the way
of living of mankind.

They should be given
the right of passage so

they prepare definitely
for creativity in the field
of high technologies.
No country has the
right to waste such
capital.“

„Ours this year is
not to be underestimat-
ed,“ plays humble the
leader of a team con-
sidered to be one of
the favourites. „Two of
the team members
took part last year in
the IOI in Cairo and
won gold medals. The
other two are novices,
but are very good and
have had some very
good training, as well.
Still, luck also comes
into play in competi-
tions; there are a num-
ber of factors that
affect one’s perform-
ance. Let’s not forget
they are kids after all.“

Момчетата на Кирюхин са посто-
янно във фокуса на общото вни-
мание

The
Chinese
contest-
ants
seem to
be the
most
likely
medal
winners

All Russian schools are implementing a pro-
gram for modernization now. The new

image of education: computers and Internet,
adequately qualified teachers and motivated
children, is largely possible because of IT.

„There are wonderful prospects facing
the new generation,“ says Marina Tsvetkova,
in charge of the Centre for Russian Olympiads
in Moscow. She is also on the managing team
of the specialized publishing house for text-
books and education publications in
Informatics. „When a kid enters the school in
their first class, computers are already a stan-
dard, and not something they see for the first
time. And for school leavers, the mastery of
information technologies is a pass in life. In
this aspect, Informatics has a great social
effect,“ comments Mrs. Tsvetkova. „And this
is true not only of Russia. Informatics is that
subject in school that determines the choice
of school. If there is Informatics, this means
the school is evolving and is up-to-date. If you
complete your education at such a school,
you are bound to succeed!“



Break-dance improvisa-
tions opened the disco

party organized for the
Olympians after the first
competition day. First on
the dance floor was Stefan
Tsarev from the
Mathematical School who
mesmerized the computer
geniuses with a several-
minute-dance on the stage
in the garden of Hotel
Novotel Plovdiv. After none
of the international contest-
ants dared to initiate the
dancing session, our
guides took on the role of
animators and made sure
none of their peers was
bored. Half an hour later,
however, the dance floor
was buzzing with
teenagers who were dancing to
rock rhythms. In the late hours
the DJ switched to Latino rhythms
that very few could resist.

Those who were tired from
the walks during the day preferred
playing cards on the lawn in the gar-
den. The place also proved to be
extremely suitable for more intimate feel-
ings. Love sparkles could be seen both
among the Olympians and among the
guides, and they openly succumbed to
expressions of tenderness.

While the adults preferred walk-
ing in the streets of the Old Town,
climbing the hills and visiting the
churches, the youth yesterday cooled
from the heat in the Aqua Park. Still
others, however, went for the high
speed rides at the Lauta Karting Track.

4leisure time



Life here is no different from
the life in Santiago. This is

the conclusion of the boys on
the Chilean team after a three-
day stay in Plovdiv. They knew
nothing about Bulgaria before
they came here, except the fact
that John Atanasov is the inven-
tor of the electronic digital com-
puter. And, naturally, their
leader is Bulgarian. It is
Alexander Tchobanov who
made it possible for Chile to
have their own team and take
part in IOI for 7 years now.

Rene Tapia, Jurgen
Haysen and Francisco

Hernandes go to a state
school. They started preparing
for the Olympiad as early as
last year. Alexander looked for
prospective Olympians and
trained them on his own.

„They encounter with
informatics came about as late
as in their 10th class and there-
fore we cannot expect too high
achievements of them. Despite
the short time for training, I
believe they will do well. It is my
ambition to establish a
school after the model of
the Mathematical School in
Bulgaria. Bulgaria is num-

ber one among EU countries in
terms of the number of students
enrolled at the prestigious tech-
nology universities,“ explains
Tchobanov. He was behind
Chile’s joining the Olympiad in
2002. His major job, however is
not in education, but in elec-
tronic engineering. He has
worked as a general manager
for a company assembling
Packard Bell computer sys-
tems.
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Chile’s team: Life here is just
like in Santiago

Areplica of the first electronic digital computer by John Atanasov
- ABC is the first project to be implemented by the

Mathematicians, Informaticians, and Cyberneticians Without
Borders Foundation. The newly established organization has been
registered in Chile by Alexander Tchobanov. The Bulgarian com-
puter expert has been living there for 10 years now. The replica will
be made after the computer at the University of Iowa where
Atanasov invented it while working as a professor.

The major goal of this organization will be to support Latin
American countries that have their established and well prepared
teams, but financial reasons prevent them from taking part in IOI.
The countries who wish to join the Foundation will be eligible for
financing. Raising funds will mainly be focused on companies
involved in the production of computer equipment and software.

A foundation is to make a replica
of the first electronic digital

computer by John Atanasov - ABC

Discussion



6Happy Birthday!

13of the participants in the Olympiad: contestants, team lead-
ers, and a member of the Scientific Committee celebrated or

are about to celebrate their birthdays during the time span of the con-
test. All of them, according to the most popular astrological calendar live

under the sign of the Lion. Whether their zodiac karma will make them win-
ners or not, we do not know yet. We wish them a nice time in Plovdiv, good
health and luck! Happy Birthday to those born on 08.08: Ali Ahmed
Husain /United Arab Emirates/, Esteban Oscar Ordano /Argentina/, Jaime
Silva /Colombia/, Deniz Dzhumkar /Republic of Macedonia/. David
Madl /Austria/ and Yhlas Beghanov /Turkmenistan/ celebrated their
birthdays on 10.08, and Omar Ahmed Ali /Egypt/ and Jelle van den
Hooff /The Netherlands / - yesterday. The Deputy leader of the Latvian
team Arturs Verza will be celebrating during the big trip to the sea on
13.08. His peers from Lithuania Linas Petrauskas and the contestant

from Finland, Nuutti Holtta, will celebrate theirs on the day the medal-
ists will be announced - 14.08, and we wish them to hear their names

among the medal winners. On leave-taking - 15.08, Preslav Le from
the Scientific Committee of the Olympiad and Amer Sawan

/Syria/ will celebrate their birthdays.

The zodiac sign Leo is ruled by the sun. Leos are noble and gener-
ous, although their self-esteem is sometimes too high. They are too

self-assure, direct and speak their minds. They are brave and loyal.
They like leading others. Leos are strongly attracted by the opposite

sex. God help anyone who dares to hurt a Leo’s child. Leos like dramatizing, there-
fore the seeming role they play, can in a flash become their real self. Self-preserva-
tion especially matters to them. A Leo would do anything in order to pay the price of
applauses and stand in the limelight. Should, however, a Leo be in a situation they
find confining, they simply quit.
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THE VAL-
LEY OF

T H R A C I A N
KINGS is hud-
dled between
two mountains:
Stara Planina
and Sredna
Gora. This
area has fertile
soil, moderate
climate, flat
fields and large
patches of
woods. Its

strategic location is of great signifi-
cance: this is the crossroads of all
roads on the Balkans, and Europe is
connected with Asia and Africa. For
the first time the treasures of the
Valley of Thracian Kings were
revealed in 1994 when the Kazanlak
Tomb was uncovered. The tomb
dates back to 3 c. BC., it is made of
bricks and has the most beautiful and best preserved
mural paintings in Bulgaria.

The Kazanlak region is the location of a large
number of Thracian tombs, some of which have unique
architecture, and others - priceless finds. In 2004, a new

page was written in the field of Thracology. Two under-
mound tombs were discovered near Shipka: one at
Svetitsa, and the other - at Golyama Kosmatka. This is
where the gold mask, the ring, the wreath, the bronze
head, and many other artifacts were found. These are
the newly-found tombs in the Valley of Thracian Kings.

Another artifact in the Valley of Thracian Kings is
the town of Seuthopolis. It was uncovered during the
construction of a dam at the nearby village of Koprinka.
The Thracian settlement proved to be the capital of the
Thracian King Seuthes III (second half of IV c. - begin-
ning of III c. BC)

Seuthopolis was founded by Thracian ruler
Seuthes III at the end of IV c. BC., in 320-323 BC. It was
a town of modest size. It consisted of one fortified set-

tlement covering an area of some
5 hectares with several suburbs.
The private residence of Seuthus
III was located in the Northeast
corner. It is in the courtyard
where in 1953 an inscription from
his chancellery, where his wife
worked, was found. It was written
in Greek and reads, „This inscrip-
tion is to be chiseled on two tiles
and placed in Seuthopolis, in the
temple of the great Thracian
Gods.“ This inscription allows us
to assume that possibly that was

the cult of the Royal family. Seuthopolis did not lack
examples of monumental architecture and art: a
palace-temple with lavish internal decoration, a temple
of God Dionis and a temple of the Great Samothracian
Gods.

THE TOMB AT STAROSEL, a
village near Plovdiv, uncovered

in 2000, made a sensation even
among archeologists. It is the
biggest of all known so far. The
temple was found by Assoc. Prof.
Kitov’s team. It is located in the
Oreshaka area some 6 km away
from the archeologists previous
find. This is most probably a
unique cult centre dedicated to
the most powerful ruler of the
Odrises Kingdom, Sitalkes /448 -
424 BC/. The complex is com-
mensurate by its size to the tombs
of rulers on a par with Darius I
/522 - 486 BC/.

The entrance to the
shrine is 1.60 m wide and is
reinforced with precisely
processed limestone
columns. They are ornament-
ed with elements known as
„wolf’s teeth“. The decoration,
as well as the architectural com-
ponents, and orientation of the
building determine its function
as a cult complex, connected
with the Royal institution. The
Thracian mound at Starosel is
so far one of the most signifi-
cant archeological discoveries

of the century
according to
experts. All over
the country,
there are some
60,000 Thracian
mounds. About
1,000 of them
have been stud-
ied, and tombs
have been
found in

11 of them. Ritual funerals of
high-ranking Tracians as far
back as in antiquity, attracted
the attention of the forerunners

of today’s treasure-hunters.
A large number of the newly
found necropolises were bro-
ken into and sacked centuries

ago. At the entrance of the
Starosel mound, according to
Georgi Kitov’s team, probably
stood on guard lions made of
stone, which were probably
stolen by treasure seekers.
Inside the mound, however,
there are some preserved arti-
facts which can be seen today.
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The weather forecast for Plovdiv on 12-13
August: Thin clouds in the morning hours, Getting
temperatures 16-18 degrees Celsius, maximum tem-
peratures 28-29. Getting warmer.

Warmer

Sponsors:

Weather
English Bulgarian

Help! Помощ!
Fire! Пожар!
Stop! Стоп! Спри!
Police Полиция
Hospital Болница
Toilet Тоалетна
Go away! Махай се!
Thief Крадец

Co-organizers
Municipality of Plovdiv
State Agency for Information Technology and

Communications
Union of Bulgarian Mathematicians
Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics,

Plovdiv University „P. Hilendarski“
Model Mathematical School „Acad. K. Popov“,

Plovdiv
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